
 
 

 

Preparation 

O Lord, open our lips 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Give us the joy of your saving help 

and sustain us with your life-giving Spirit. 

 



 
 

We have come together in the name of Christ 

to offer our praise and thanksgiving, 

to hear and receive God’s holy word, 

to pray for the needs of the world, 

and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, 

that by the power of the Holy Spirit 

we may give ourselves to the service of God. 

 

Confession 

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at 

hand.’ So let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, 

confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

 

Lord God 

we have sinned against you; 

we have done evil in your sight. 

We are sorry and repent. 

Have mercy on us according to your love. 

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 

Renew a right spirit within us 

and restore us to the joy of your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 
 

Absolution 

May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse us from our sins, 

and restore us in his image 

to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

A prayer of thanksgiving  

Blessed are you, Lord our God, 

creator and redeemer of all; 

to you be glory and praise for ever. 

From the waters of chaos you drew forth the world 

and in your great love fashioned us in your image. 

Now, through the deep waters of death, 

you have brought your people to new birth 

by raising your Son to life in triumph. 

May Christ your light ever dawn in our hearts 

as we offer you our sacrifice of thanks and praise. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 



 
 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

The Word of God 

Scripture Readings for the day are read (see the lectionary) 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Canticle 

1    Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,   

who has come to his people and set them free. 

2    He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,   

born of the house of his servant David. 



 
 

3    Through his holy prophets God promised of old  to save 

us from our enemies, from the hands of all that hate us, 

4    To show mercy to our ancestors,   

and to remember his holy covenant. 

5    This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:   

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

6    Free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in 

his sight all the days of our life. 

7    And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most 

High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

8    To give his people knowledge of salvation   

by the forgiveness of all their sins. 

9    In the tender compassion of our God   

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

10 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow 

of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Luke 1.68–79 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 



 
 

The Sermon 

Please spend a few minutes thinking about the readings.  

What might God be saying to the church?  

What might God be saying to you?  

Make note of any exciting or difficult parts to share later on. 
Some written reflections we recommend either of these two books: 

"Reflections for Sundays Year A" By Paula Gooder 

"Lectionary Reflections: Years A, B & C" By Jane Williams 

The Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 



 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

Prayers 

Intercessions are offered. You may like to use the following: 

¶    The day and its tasks; the world and its needs; the     

Church and her life. Peace; individuals and their needs 

¶    The people of God, that they may proclaim the risen Lord 

¶    God’s creation, that the peoples of the earth may meet 

their responsibility to care 

¶    Those in despair and darkness, that they may find the 

hope and light of Christ 

¶    Those in fear of death, that they may find faith through 

the resurrection 

¶    Prisoners and captives 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 



 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

The Conclusion 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 

 

 


